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Abstract—Based on the BCC (Beijing Language and Culture University Corpus Center) corpus, an analysis on
the WAR metaphors in the reports on the Reform and Opening-up Policy in China showed that the potential
metaphor in the report is THE IMPLEMENTATION OF REFORM AND OPENING-UP AS WAR, which is
supported by such sub-metaphors as PLACES WHERE POLICIES ARE IMPLEMENTED AS
BATTLEFIELDS; POLICIES OR THEORIES AS WEAPONS; IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICIES AS
MILITARY ACTION; DIFFICULTIES AND RISKS AS ENEMIES. War metaphors highlight the conflicts, risks
and strategies in the process, and arouse the sense of emergency, alertness and strategy. The resonance
distribution of the Source domain elements partially reflected the highlights of the reports. Battlefields
highlight the universality of conflicts and arouse the sense of risk,alertness and emergency. Participants
motivate the readers to learn from the developed areas to devote to the enterprise of Reform and Opening-up.

Index Terms—Reform and Opening-up Policy, reports, war, metaphors

I. INTRODUCTION

Metaphor plays a crucial role in politics. Thompson (1996) held that “politics without metaphor is like fish without
water” (p. 185). War is an important topic in the human society. Yuan(2004) mentioned that “War permeates ancient and
modern times, changes the development of human society, affects people’s thinking and consciousness, and manifests
itself in human language expressions”(p. 38). “In peacetime, war terms express people’s understanding of the objective
world and modern society through metaphor” (Jia, 2015, p. 148). In Metaphors we live by, the first conceptual metaphor
analyzed by the author is ARGUMENT IS WAR (Lakoff, 1980, p. 4).

War activities run through the history of human development, while war metaphors pervade all fields of human
society. In the field of politics, political activities are perceived as WAR activities and influenced by them (Lakoff, 2003;
Huang & Hu, 2021; Sun & Sun, 2019). In the domain of economy, the combat between different economies is regarded
as the war (Cai & Deignan, 2019; Chen & An, 2016). In diplomacy, the international conflicts and interactions are held
to be the invisible war between countries (Yue, 2019; Fu & Yuan, 2016). In sports, the physical contests are usually
carried out as wars in which war strategies are frequently applied (Hou & Lu, 2019; Lin, 2018). In health care and the
pandemic illness report, the disease is often described as the enemy to human health and should be conquered in the
form of war (Abdel-Qader & Al-Khanji, 2022; Hanne, 2022; Kazemian & Hatamzadeh, 2022).

The category of war is projected to all fields of social life through the categories of weapons, battlefields, strategies,
the war process and combatants, showing their antagonism, contradiction and strategy. Yuan (2004) and Jia (2015)
systematically analyzed the universality of war metaphor and found that the universality of war metaphor has its
historical, cultural experiential and philosophical roots.

The Reform and Opening-up policy has laid a solid foundation for China’s unprecedented development from the
planned economy to the market economy. There are contradictions and conflicts in the implementation process of this
policy. For example, the ground-breaking reform may be confronted with differences and contradictions between the
old systems and the new systems. With opening to the outside world, the process of “going-out and bringing-in” leads to
differences and conflicts among diverse world cultures. War is one of the forms of conflicts resolution, and the
expressions of war category are often used in the reports on reform and opening up.

(1) a. REAEH—RBCEBOR F S Hikde. *

Tianjin strives to be the Commander and vanguard in the new round of Reform and Opening up.
b. B8 A SR A T I R
Bureaucracy is the_ enemy of the current Reform and Opening up.
C. EXHTIRNE I b, AV FAE 5 W F L s .
In the main_battlefield of Reform and Opening-up, entrepreneurs play an extremely important historical
mission.

1 All the corpora in this study comes from the corpus of Beijing Language and Culture University Corpus Center (BCC), which has a total of about
15 billion words, including newspapers (2 billion), literature (3 billion), blog (3 billion), science and technology (3 billion), comprehensive (1 billion)
and ancient Chinese (2 billion), etc. Newspapers include People’s Daily from 1946 to 2018. The corpus of this study was retrieved from
http://bce.blcu.edu.cn/help#intro, October 24, 2022.
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d. BN RBIGE IR, IEAESCE TR R EZE & ) B A ST
People of all ethnic groups are united in harmony, and are moving towards prosperity and civilization in the
great March of Reform and Opening up.

e. FRIE A SCETT ORI 22 Bl 25 R HE AT XS, BT Bt -
China’s Reform and Opening up and modernization has overcome various difficulties and risks and made great
achievements.

In these examples above, war categories, such as commander, enemy, battlefield, march and victory, are used
respectively to conceptualize the leading areas, obstacles, fields, processes and results of Reform and Opening up. War
and policy belong to different conceptual domains. In these reports, the war category is projected onto the policy
category. Studying these reports is conducive to deepening readers’ understanding of this policy and promoting its
popularization and implementation.

At present, there are relatively few researches on the Reform and Opening up policy report from the perspective of
cognitive linguistics. Wang and Yang (2012), Wang and Huang (2012) and Zhang (2018) used contexts examples of
“Reform and Opening up” when studying the metaphor phenomenon in political discourse, but systematic studies on the
metaphors related to Reform and Opening up, especially war metaphors, are relatively limited.

In this study, Peoples Daily is selected as the data source (extracted from BCC corpus), and the sentences containing
“Reform and Opening up” are selected as the research object, and the metaphorical phenomenon in the report is
analyzed to reveal the distribution tendency of war metaphors in the reports on the Reform and Opening up policy, as
well as the values and ideology advocated in them.

Il. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Lakoff (1980) held that “the conceptual system on which we think and act is metaphorical in nature, and the essence
of metaphor is to understand and experience a certain kind of thing through another kind of thing” (Lakoff & Johnson,
1980, p. 5). Kdvecses (2010) pointed out that “a conceptual metaphor consists of two conceptual domains, in which one
domain is understood in terms of another; the conceptual domain from which we draw metaphorical expressions to
understand another conceptual domain is called source domain, while the conceptual domain that is understood this way
is the target domain” (p. 4).

In the reports, Reform and Opening up is the Target domain, and the concept of war used to understand this policy is
the Source domain. The concept of policy is abstract, while the concept of war is relatively familiar and concrete.
Lakoff (1980) pointed out that “the primary function of metaphor is to partially understand one experience with
another” (p. 154). In the report, the experience of war is used to understand the experience of policy implementation,
which constitutes a metaphor of war, that is, “to compare non-war behaviors or events with real war. As a discourse
phenomenon, war metaphor describes various non-war categories in terms of war, giving other categories strong
antagonism, urgency and rhetorical cognitive tension” (Yang & Dong, 2017, p. 2).

I1l. RESEARCH DESIGN

A. Research Questions

This paper studies the war metaphors in the report on Reform and Opening up policy, and answers the following
questions:

1) Which aspects of the war category are mapped to the policy category?

2) What is the distribution tendency of these mappings?

3) What role does war metaphor play in the report on Reform and Opening up policy?

B. Research Corpora

In this study, BCC corpus (the sub-database of newspapers and periodicals ) is selected as the corpora source, which
contains all issues of People’s Daily from 1946 to 2018, with a total word count of about 1.26 billion, and the retrieval
key word in Chinese characters are S F /i (gaige kaifang, Reform and Opening up in English).

War metaphor is embodied by war expressions, and a semantic classification dictionary can provide great help for the
identification of war categories. This study selects Dictionary of Modern Chinese Classification - Cihai (Dong, 2007) as
the source of war categories. The dictionary details the war-related categories into three categories: military, war and
weapon, involving 119 sub-categories, with a total of 1513 words and explanations of military categories, involving all
aspects of war, such as participants, weapons, sites, processes and results, providing an effective reference for the
confirmation of war metaphors.

C. Research Process

1. The establishment of the Target domain text database.

Select newspapers and periodicals from BCC corpus self-defined retrieval, and then select People’s Daily, with
Reform and Opening up as the retrieval key word, and set the context to 30 Chinese characters on both sides. 81573
index lines containing Reform and Opening up were obtained from BCC corpus and imported them into the minor
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closed Target domain corpus text database.

2. The establishment of the category text database of the Source domain.

Three categories, war, military and weapons, as well as the subordinate categories and interpretations, are derived
from the Dictionary of Modern Chinese Classification-Cihai (Dong, 2007), which consists of three categories, 119
subcategories and 1513 entries, and all of them are stored in the corpus text database of the Source domain.

3. ldentification of WAR metaphors in the reports on Reform and Opening up.

The Source domain is war, and the Target domain is Reform and Opening up. The identification of the mapping
relationship between them determines whether the war metaphor exists or not. Charteris-Black (2004) put forward the
stages of metaphor identification: first, carefully read the target text to identify whether there is semantic conflict caused
by cross-domain transformation in language, pragmatics and cognition, and then further qualitatively analyze the
context containing relevant keywords to determine whether the relevant usage is original or metaphorical (p. 35). With
reference to the entries in the Source domain text database, read through the index lines in the target domain text
database, identify the co-occurrences and semantic conflicts between the Source domain keywords and the Target
domain keywords in the combination with the context of the index lines, and determine whether the source domain
keywords are original or metaphorical.

4. Analysis of WAR metaphor resonance values® and the distribution tendency.

Mark, classify and count the keywords in the Source domain of potential metaphor expressions. Based on the data of
Types and Tokens®, the resonance values of relevant metaphorical expressions are calculated and ranked, and the
distribution tendencies are described and interpreted cognitively.

5. Analysis of WAR metaphor.

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A. Distribution Analysis

Based on the identification, annotation and count of war metaphors, this paper obtains 91 Types and 2169 Tokens of
war metaphors. These tokens are classified into combatants, battlefield, weapons and equipment, the war process, war
state, tactical strategy, the war outcome and so on. Different aspects of the war concepts have different resonance values
(productivity) in the Reform and Opening-up reports. The larger the resonance value, the bigger Types and Tokens of
the keywords; the greater the degree of occurrence and the greater the productivity. Based on the statistics, calculation
and the percentage sorting of relevant Token and Type, the resonance value sorting of different aspects of war concepts
in Reform and Opening-up reports is as follows. The resonance value and its percentage in the total resonance value
reflect the different productivity of different aspects in the report.

TABLE 1
WAR METAPHOR DISTRIBUTION

Source Type Token Resonance Percentage
Battle Field 783 18 14094 46.04%
War Personnel 346 25 8650 28.25%
Weaponry 195 11 2145 7.01%
War Process 88 22 1936 6.33%
War Stage 384 5 1920 6.27%
Strategy and Tactics 364 5 1820 5.94%
War Achievements 10 5 50 0.16%
Total 2170 91 30615 100%

B. War Metaphor Mapping in the Report on Reform and Opening-Up

Reform should solve the old and new contradictions, while Opening-up will introduce external contradictions and
conflicts. The process of resolving these contradictions and conflicts is just like the war process, which is full of
antagonism and urgency. The war concept can be used in the understanding of the implementation process of the
Reform and Opening-up policy. In the report on Reform and Opening-up, the relatively concrete and intuitive concept
of war is mapped onto the relatively abstract implementation process of Reform and Opening-up. The non-war
implementation process of Reform and Opening-up is conceptualized by war categories, and the policy category is
described by war terms, which endows Reform and Opening-up with strong antagonism, urgency and strategy. The
potential conceptual metaphor is IMPLEMENTATION OF REFORM&OPENING-UP AS WAR, as demonstrated in the
figure below:

2 The resonance is an indication of the extent to which metaphor source domains are found in a particular corpus and therefore is a measure of their
productivity. Resonance value shows the degree of origin domain appearing in specific corpus, which is a method to measure the productivity of
origin domain. The calculation method is to multiply the Token number from the same origin domain by its corresponding Type number
(Charteris-Black, 2004, p. 89).

% Types are separate linguistic forms while tokens are the number of times each form occurs (Charteris-Black, 2004, p. 89).
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Source Domam: WAR. Target Domam: R&OQ

Ga’rﬂe field: batle linefrontoutpost . N /Policymeas:uades:.professions:.uml areas . N

War Personnel: General;solider;vanguard ... Policy Participants: leaders; people; areas...

Enemies: enemy in war Policy Conflicts: hindrances; hostile forces

Wezponry: flag;weapon; support... Support: principles;theory; guidelmes...
Woar Process: mobilize;march:fight. . Implementation: mitiation; deploving:resolving...
War Stztus: tough battle;victory;defeat... Policy State: success; obstacles; falure .

Policy Strategy: overall plan; measures actions...

LLLETL

Strategy and Tactics: strategy;tactics;telisman ...
Q’arf\chierﬂ:ﬂents: exploiteradit, medal _/ \.\:{at.‘\chiﬂﬂnenﬁ:achievemenﬁ;dedit; effect... _/

Figurel. War-R&O* Mappings

As shown in Figurel, IMPLEMENTATION OF REFORM&OPENING-UP AS WAR is a kind of structure metaphor,
in which the conceptual elements from the Policy and these from War correspond to each other closely. The reports of
the implementation of Reform and Opening-up policy constructed a systematic mapping from the domain of WAR to
the domain of POLICY. In the process of policy implementation, different aspects are embodied in WAR concept.

Kovecses (2010) pointed out that “politics is war, American society is composed of different political hostile groups,
and the leaders of political groups are military generals” (p. 68). The places or areas to implement the policy are the
battlefields, on which the government leaders and the people are the commanders and soldiers who applied scientific
theories and guidelines as weapons to conquer the conflicts and hindrances like the enemies on the battlefield. Different
areas play different roles in the process, some places like Guangzhou and Shenzhen are the battle fields and outposts
where the policy is first implemented, while other places will cooperate and learn from them. The process of
implementation is the process of WAR, in which the policy is initialized and deployed to resolve the conflicts and
hindrances in the way the soldiers are mobilized to march and fight against the enemies. The policy plan or measures
are the strategy and tactics, which guides the implementation process through different stages like tough battle, victory
or defeat.

However, in the report on Reform and Opening-up, hostile forces are not necessarily political groups, but also people
or events that hinder the implementation of the Reform and Opening-up policy. Generals are not necessarily political
leaders, but people or areas that take the lead in the implementation process of the reform and opening up policy.
Conflict is not a conflict between political groups, but a contradiction and conflict between the Reform and Opening-up
policy and the factors that hinder the development of the policy. Other concepts in the category of war are projected to
all levels of the implementation of the Reform and Opening-up.

C. Analysis of WAR Metaphor in the Reports on Reform and Opening-Up Policy

The elements of war concept, such as battlefield, participants, equipment, process, state and outcome, is mapped to
the process of policy implementation, and the direct or indirect war experience accumulated by human beings is used to
construct abstract experience of the policy implementation ; Items in the Source domain structure, such as generals,
warriors, hostile relations and their roles in war events, are projected to the participants in the implementation of the
Reform and Opening-up policy.

Secondly, the relationship between various parts in the concept of war, such as the relationship between the
commander in chief and the soldier, is projected onto the policy concept, which forms the relationship between leaders
or regions, participants in reform and opening up and regions, and thus produces a series of projection relationships.

(2) a. REFRSMANEESFTIXF &, EH—RueE s f LM% .
Tianjin makes full use of Binhai New Area platform and strives to be a Commander in the new round of
Reform and Opening-up.
b. FRYIE b [ S T T 4
Shenzhen is a pioneer in China’s Reform and Opening-up.

c. JEINZGHFIX 5 EUR FOl e e HE S D s ffi
Xiamen Special Economic Zone bravely shoulders the historical mission of “vanguard” of Reform and
Opening-up.

d. T NBr A5 SR A BT AN B Y 2 %!
The working class and working people are the main forces of Reform and Opening-up and modernization!

e. TES MR HES SR BN A A R 1) — SCAEN L I B
The cadre team is a vigorous troop that promotes the continuous development of Reform and Opening-up.

INEL S E I E VAP PN
Bureaucracy is the_enemy of the current Reform and Opening-up.

In (2)a, (2)b and (2)c, the first places to implement the policy of Reform and Opening-up have played a leading and

* In this table, R&O stand for Reports on Reform and Opening-up
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exemplary role, and they are the commander, pioneer and vanguard in the implementation process of the reform and
opening up. In these examples, the conceptual metaphor of GOVERNMENT AS PEOPLE and the conceptual metonymy
of LOCATION FOR GOVENMENT is both present in that the local government is the promoter of policy, government
behavior is the human behavior, and the region or place under the government jurisdiction refers to the government. In
(2)d, the working class and working people are the main participants and promoters of the implementation of the
Reform and Opening-up policy, and they are the main force. Without the participation and the support of the people, the
policy can merely be empty talk. The cadre team, which is leading the development of Reform and Opening-up,
promotes this war (2)e, and the enemies it confronts are the factors that hinder the development of Reform and
Opening-up, such as bureaucracy (2)f.

Battlefield is the place where conflicts occur and are resolved. In the conceptual metaphor of IMPLEMENTATION
OF R&O AS WAR, the area or field of Reform and Opening-up is a battlefield. Corpus analysis shows that different
areas, fields or groups play different roles in the Reform and Opening-up war.

() a. TESCHEFF A b, Al SRR 2 i S s A o

In the main battlefield of Reform and Opening-up, entrepreneurs play an extremely important historical
mission.

b. FREBIML I, B E SR TR A BRI 2 B .
I will go to Guangzhou and Shenzhen to learn from the_forefront of China’s Reform and Opening-up.

C. TRGTHHRFIX & TR R -
The five special economic zones are the_outposts of Reform and Opening-up.

d. JUHR e B SR B, R BT Sk B
Guangzhou is a key link in the national strategy of “the belt and road initiative” and the fortification of Reform
and Opening-up.

e. HARI X EERRMERIGIH, TE RS R C SO i st
The Pilot Free Trade Zone has formed a_highland of Reform and Opening-up with its unique geographical
advantages

f. FEBCEITBOREA A B 2 5k R, 1R VIR 2 25 4.
Many outstanding young people are active in all_fronts of Reform and Opening-up and modernization.

The economic foundation determines the infrastructure. In (3)a, economic reform is the main battlefield of Reform
and Opening-up. The first places to implement Reform and Opening-up are the frontier (3)b, outposts (3)c and
fortification (3)d. The first places to implement Reform and Opening-up are the first places to confront and experience
conflicts and contradictions. They can observe and monitor conflicts and have their own advantages. They stand on the
highland and look far, which is the highland of Reform and Opening-up. The fields and industries that implement
Reform and Opening-up are the front lines (3)e. Reform and Opening-up involve politics, economy, education,
transportation, industry, agriculture and other industries. Different industries have different problems to be improved. In
(3)f, the potential metaphor of these reports is PLACES WHERE POLICIES ARE IMPLEMENTED AS
BATTLEFIELDS.

Kd&vecses (2010) pointed out that the policies and views of political groups are weapons (p. 68). In the reports on
Reform and Opening-up, policies and ideas are weapons and flags. The underlying metaphor is POLICIES OR
THEORIES AS WEAPONS.

(4) a. AREEmZS T RN, R IR T 7]

Continue to uphold the great banner of reform and opening up and adhere to the correct direction of Reform.
b. XB/NF [ & 1992 AR S R 7 (R A B SO s 58 kB IR 4
Comrade Deng Xiaoping's speech on inspecting the south in 1992, “The Second Mobilization Order” of
China’s Reform and Opening-up.
C. RUASL [ pbay F SRR IERAER 2R, W | ORI S
The meeting established the correct line of socialist construction and sounded the March of Reform and
Opening-up.
d. A ERE R 3 R ER IR R T ORI O % i B R EUEE
The theory of socialism with Chinese characteristics is a crucial theoretical weapon for China’s Reform and
Opening-up.
e. KK E TN T2 T, A e T ) W 5 5 )i -
The army will always be under the absolute leadership of the Party and will always be the strong backing for
Reform and Opening-up.

In (4)a, the Reform and Opening-up guides the development direction, just like the banner which guides the
marching direction. In (4)b, Deng Xiaoping’s southern tour speech once again called on the people of the whole country
to deepen Reform and Opening-up, which was a mobilization order to mobilize the people to solve contradictions. The
Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee declared the beginning of Reform and Opening-up, sounded
the March (4)c, and began to March into various contradictions. In (4)d, the theory of socialism with Chinese
characteristics is a weapon to overcome contradictions and conflicts in the implementation of Reform and Opening-up,
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and provides theoretical support and tools for conflicts resolution. In (4)e, the People’s Army provides a stable social
environment for the implementation of the Reform and Opening-up policy, and is the strong backing guarantee for the
implementation of the Reform and Opening-up.

There are contradictions and conflicts in the implementation process of Reform and Opening-up. Domestic reform
may face the contradiction between the old and the new systems and concepts, while opening to the outside world may
face the conflicts of diverse world cultures, values and interests. The implementation process of Reform and
Opening-up is like war, and various internal and external conflicts and contradictions should be constantly confronted
and resolved. The expression of the concept of war, such as conflict, challenge, mobilization, march, struggle, defense
and victory, is used in the report on Reform and Opening-up. The underlying conceptual metaphor is THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICIES AS MILITARY ACTION.

(5) a. HFITHUE—H b, MUBERHM MR, Ha@HRSHIPEK.

Reform and Opening-up are a revolution, which will not only encounter_conflicts of interest, but also confront
the challenges of old ideas.

b. SANEARIPHE, T HBN R RFFELSHB G IR .
In his speech today, the General Secretary called for_mobilizing young people to continue to join the great
cause of Reform and Opening-up.

C. FRE I IHA I ) B IR B
China’s Reform and Opening-up is constantly advancing in breadth and depth.

d. SCEFETFBR PRI ) e 32 SOMIBEAR T SO 2R KA
The_struggle between two directions (socialism and capitalism) in the Reform and Opening-up will exist for a
long time.

e. i I 20 FEBEALHI TP AR IR, R OR DO TR -
After 20 years of reform and opening up, the Chinese nation stood up to defend the achievements of Reform
and Opening-up.

£ JRIE A ORI OB 2 Bl 5 R AT, B LRt -
China’s Reform and Opening-up and modernization has overcome various difficulties and risks and made
great achievements.

In (5)a, there are contradictions and obstacles (conflicts and challenges) in the process of policy implementation. The
speech of the General Secretary of Communist Party of China encouraged the people to join in the cause of Reform and
Opening-up. Solving contradictions and conflicts from multiple fields and levels is to march into contradictions (5)b.
There are different ideas about the direction of social development. Most people support socialism, while a small
number tends to capitalism. There are contradictions and conflicts between them, and they constantly compete and
struggle (5)c. Protecting the achievements of Reform and Opening-up from destruction means safeguarding the
achievements of reform (5)d. To solve difficulties and overcome risks is to defeat the enemy (5)e, and its potential
conceptual metaphor is DIFFICULTIES AND RISKS AS ENEMIES. In (5)f, the purpose of Reform and Opening-up is to
successfully solve difficulties, realize socialism, overcome (eliminate) difficulties and risks (enemies), and the war will
be won and the goal will be achieved.

There are different stages in the process of war, such as protracted war, defeat and victory, etc. The implementation of
Reform and Opening-up is not always smooth, and there will be persistent difficulties and failures. Victory is our goal.

(6) a. MR FRAIZER, MRARFALR, BORICHITIR, MELRRFE .

Deepening the reform in an all-round way is a tough battle and a_protracted war. The more you climb the hill,
the more you must keep your strength.

b. BCEEIGE R 2H 7 +24F, YA ERMImETM O2T 7M.
Reform and Opening up has only been carried out for more than ten years, and some cadres have already lost
the battle before the test.

c. BB A A T E ORI A
Great victory has been achieved in the cause of Reform and Opening-up.

In (6)a, deepening the reform in an all-round way is confronted with various contradictions. It is difficult to
implement and takes a long time. It is a tough battle and a protracted war. In (6)b some cadres can’t stand the test and
lose the battle. However, in (28)c, the Reform and Opening-up has been successfully implemented in various fields and
won great victories.

Strategy and tactics are very important in the process of war implementation, and determine the success or failure of
war. In the process of implementing Reform and Opening-up, we should also pay attention to ways, including
comprehensive plans (strategies), specific skills (tricks), and effective measures or methods to ensure smooth
implementation (magic weapon to win).

(7) a. X —RHE 22 HE RN ORI IS = A28 R R (IR A

This strategic arrangement is the deepening and expansion of the three-step development strategy of Reform
and Opening-up.
b. ANEIHX MG AN F R SR TREE . SRR — Y.
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Different regions should have different tactics of Reform and Opening-up. Reform is afraid of uniformity.

c. MUEAR, SEHSRE, RIRESEFITMENARIEEE.
Emancipating the mind and seeking truth from facts is the_magic weapon to win the cause of China’s Reform
and Opening-up.

The “three-step” development plan of Reform and Opening-up clarifies that the implementation of the overall
planning is the development strategy of Reform and Opening-up (7)a, the way adopted by different regions are the trick
of Reform and Opening-up (7)b, emancipating the mind and seeking truth from facts is the magic weapon to ensure the
victory of Reform and Opening-up (7)c, which is an effective method and experience of Reform and Opening-up.

The achievements and contributions made by leaders and regions in the Reform and Opening-up will be remembered
by everyone, just like the meritorious deeds and great contributions made in the war.

(8) a. A/ [ A R B e LA T B Zh s Az e N RO

Comrade Deng Xiaoping’s meritorious service for China’s Reform and Opening-up will always be
remembered in the hearts of the people.

b. — e BRI BOLE T S D 57 32 Tk DT IR 5% -
Some old industrial bases that have made great contributions to Reform and Opening-up have begun to
decline.

Deng Xiaoping is the designer and promoter of Reform and Opening-up, and his contributions and dedication will be
engraved in the hearts of the people like meritorious deeds (8)a, while some industrial bases have made great
contributions to Reform and Opening-up and made great contributions (8)b.

D. Discussion

The war categories are mapped onto the implementation of Reform and Opening-up. The analysis shows unbalanced
distribution in the mapping of these categories, such as the mapping of battle fields and war participants produces more
metaphorical expression types and quantities, which partially reveals that the reports pay attention to the fields and
regions involved in Reform and Opening-up.

Wars widely exist in various fields and regions, and different fields or regions play different roles in this war. The
universality of war stimulates readers’ sense of danger, hardship and tension. The participants revealed the leading,
charging and exemplary role played by different groups and regions in the Reform and Opening-up war, and inspired
people to learn from advanced groups and regions and actively participate in the Reform and Opening-up cause. Other
aspects, such as weapons and equipment, the war process and stage, strategy and tactics, war results and achievements,
are relatively low in productivity, but they also reveal the complexity and durability of the Reform and Opening-up war.
To have theoretical and ideological weapons, we must also talk about methods and strategies, which can stimulate and
remind people of the strategic awareness of implementing the Reform and Opening-up policy.

The frequency of specific metaphorical keywords is also different in different items of the war concept, which
reflects the focus of the report to a certain extent. The most frequent keywords in battlefield are the frontier (459),
which is the closest to the enemy’s threat on the battlefield, while the areas that first implement the Reform and
Opening-up policy are also the first to face various risks, conflicts and changes, and they are at the forefront of Reform
and Opening-up. Such metaphorical reports can stimulate people’s sense of danger, urgency and fighting spirit. The
vanguard (169) is the most frequent fighter, which highlights the exemplary role and leading role of the regions and
fields that first implemented the Reform and Opening-up policy, inspiring other fields and regions to learn from them
and join the great cause of Reform and Opening-up. Flag (140) is the most common weapon and equipment, which
emphasizes the guiding role of ideology and socialist system. Struggle (13) appears most frequently in the course of war,
which reveals the universality of contradictions and conflicts. Tactical strategy (282) appears most frequently, which
highlights the importance of overall planning. Scientific and rational overall planning will determine the success or
failure of this war. The most frequent stage of war is victory (379). Overcoming difficulties, resolving contradictions
and promoting the Reform and Opening-up policy are victories, which arouses people’s pride and willingness to join in
this battle.

WAR metaphors in the reports on the implementation of the policy constructed a special cognitive context in which
WAR metaphors play a crucial role in social management. WAR metaphors in the reports created a simulated WAR
context, in which the implementation process of Reform and Opening-up is full of contradictions and risks. The policy
designers, the government leaders are depicted as commanders and pioneers who will guide the whole nation in the
great cause of Reform and Opening-up. Some regions and fields are the first to implement it, rushing to the forefront,
confronting difficulties and risks, serving as the vanguard for the implementation of other regions and leading them
forward. The conflicts, hindrances and hostile forces in the process of implementation are the enemies which should be
diminished, so the people will follow the policy and try to dedicate themselves to protecting the great cause. Socialism
is the banner, indicating us the way forward. Confronting contradictions and conflicts, we should pay attention to
overall planning. Only in this way can we realize the socialist system, achieve final victory and build meritorious deeds.

V. CONCLUSION

Based on BCC corpus, this study systematically analyzed the phenomenon of war metaphor in the reports on the
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Reform and Opening-up policy. After corpus collection, potential metaphor identification, metaphor classification and
ranking, a total of 2169 index lines was collected, that is, 2169 tokens. Based on Modern Chinese Classification
Dictionary, these tokens were classified into 91 Type. Based on the items of war events, these Types are grouped into
seven items with different resonance values of war metaphor: battlefield: 14094(46.04%), participants: 8650(28.25%),
weapons and equipment: 2145(7.01%), and the war process: 1936(6.33%). The different resonance values reveal the
different emphases of the report, and the emphasis of the battle field highlights the universality of the conflict, arousing
readers’ sense of danger, anxiety and tension. Participants inspire people to learn from advanced groups and regions and
actively participate in the great cause of reform and opening up. The different frequency of metaphorical keywords also
reflects the ideology and values advocated by the report.

The underlying conceptual metaphor of the war category in the report is THE IMPLEMENTATION OF REFORM
AND OPENING-UP AS WAR. Supporting this conceptual metaphor is PLACES WHERE POLICIES ARE
IMPLEMENTED AS BATTLEFIELDS; POLICIES OR THEORIES AS WEAPONS; IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICIES
AS MILITARY ACTION; DIFFICULTIES AND RISKS AS ENEMIES. War metaphor emphasizes conflict, danger and
strategy in the process of policy implementation, which can stimulate people’s sense of crisis, urgency, strategic
awareness, honor and morale.

WAR metaphor plays an important role in the social management, in which a simulated WAR context is created and
applied into the process of policy implementation. Through the conceptual frame of WAR concept, the abstract process
of policy implementation is systematically reported and received by the general public. The personally-embodied or
socially-inherited WAR experience can have a psychological effect upon the general cognition and realization of the
policy, which may influence and guide the general public’s dedication and action in the implementation process of the
Reform and Opening-up policy.

In a word, this study uses BCC corpus to systematically analyze the reports on Reform and Opening-up policy from
the perspective of cognitive linguistics, which can be used as a reference for the study of Reform and Opening-up
policy and the political discourse analysis. In the report on Reform and Opening-up policy, war metaphor is widely used
to show the implementation process of Reform and Opening-up and inspire readers to actively participate in this great
cause, which requires leadership, dedication, patience, vigilance, cooperation and morale.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This work was supported by the Education and Teaching Reform Project of Guangxi Normal University under Grant
number: 2021SZJG39 and the Higher Education Undergraduate Teaching Reform Project of Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region under Grant number: 2022JGB132.

REFERENCES

[1] Abdel-Qader, L. M., & Al-Khanji, R. R. (2022). Conceptual Metaphor in COVID-19 Speeches of the American President Joe
Biden. Theory and Practice in Language Studies, 12(4), 810-818.

[2] Cai, D. &Deignan, A. (2019). Metaphors and evaluation in popular economic discourse on trade wars. In: Navarro i Ferrando, I,
(ed.) Current approaches to metaphor in discourse (pp. 57-78). Berlin: De Gruyter Mouton.

[3] Charteris-Black, J. (2004). Corpus Approaches to Critical Metaphor Analysis .New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

[4] Chen, L. h., An, X.C. (2016). ying han jing ji mao yi yu yan zhong de gai nian yin yu dui bi yan jiu [A Contrastive Study of
Conceptual Metaphors in English and Chinese Economic and Trade Languages]. Contemporary Foreign Languages Studies, 3,
4-8+15+93.

[5] Dong, D.N. (2007). xian dai han yu fen lei da ci dian /ci hai ban [Modern Chinese Classification Dictionary]. Shanghai:
Shanghai Lexicographical Publishing House.

[6] Fu, Q. Yuan, Z. Q. (2017). yin yu yu dui wai zheng ce :zhong mei guan xi de yin yu zhi zhan [Metaphor and Foreign Policy:
Metaphor War in Sino-US Relations]. Foreign Affairs Review, 34(02), 85-112.

[7] Hanne, M. (2022). How we escape capture by the “war” metaphor for COVID-19. Metaphor and Symbol, 37(2), 88-100.

[8] Hou, X.C., Lu, W. Z. (2019). han yu ti yu jie shuo ci zhan zheng yin yu ren zhi fen xi [ A Cognitive Analysis of War Metaphors
in Chinese Sports Commentary].Zhejiang Sport Science,41(01):34-37.

[9] Huang, Y.; Hu, Y. (2021). lai zi “dui li"de ren tong :zhan zheng yin yu zhong de she hui zhi li luo ji [ldentity from
“Opposition”: The Logic of Social Governance in the War Metaphor]. Journalism & Communication Review, 74(01): 96-106.

[10] Jia, Y.J. (2015). zhan zheng yin yu guang fan xing zhi li ju fen xi [On the Motivation of the Universality of War
Metaphors]. .Academics, 12, 148-153+327.

[11] Kazemian, R., & Hatamzadeh, S. (2022). COVID-19 in English and Persian: A cognitive linguistic study of illness metaphors
across languages. Metaphor and Symbol, 37(2), 152-170.

[12] Ké&vecses, Z. (2010). Metaphor: Practical introduction. New York: Oxford University Press.

[13] Lakoff, G. & Johnson, M. (1980). Metaphors we live by. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.

[14] Lakoff. G. (2003). Metaphor and War Again. Retrieved from https://escholarship.org/uc/item/32b962zb. 22/02/2022.

[15] Lin, G. (2018). gai nian zheng he shi jiao xia shi jie bei bao dao yu pian de zhan zheng yin yu fen xi [War Metaphor Analysis of
World Cup Reports from the Perspective of Conceptual Integration]. Media Observer, 9, 21-28.

[16] Sun, S.f., & Sun, F.Q. (2019).e han zheng zhi hua yu fu bai gai nian yin yu mo shi tan jiu [A Study on the Russian and Chinese
Conceptual Metaphor Models of Corruption in Political Discourse]. Foreign Language Research (02), 56-63.

[17] Thompson, S. (1996) Politics Without Metaphor Is Like A Fish Without Water. In Mio,J.S.&Katz, A.N. (eds). Metaphor:

©2023 ACADEMY PUBLICATION



1800

[18]

[19]

[20]
[21]
[22]

[23]

[24]

THEORY AND PRACTICE IN LANGUAGE STUDIES

Implications and Applications (pp. 185-201). New York: Erlbaum. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates Publishers.

Wang, J.Z., Yang, Z. (2012). yin yu zai zheng zhi xin wen yu pian zhong yun yong de ke hang xing tan tao [On the Feasibility

of Application of Metaphor in Political News Discourse]. Journal of Northeast Normal University (Philosophy and Social

Sciences), 3, 111-113.

Wang, W.M., Huang, Y. (2012). cong gai nian yin yu kan zheng fu de yi shi xing tai yu zhi zheng li nian ——yi guo wu yuan
{zheng fu gong zuo bao gao) (1978~2011) wei li [Government’s Ideology and Governing Concept: from the Perspective of

Conceptual Metaphor]. Journal of Southwest Jiaotong University (Social Sciences), 13(03): 40-45.

Xun, E.D., Rao, G.Q., Xiao, X.Y., Zang, J.J. (2016). da shu ju bei jing xia BCC yu liao ku de yan zhi [The construction of the

BCC Corpus in the age of Big Data].Corpus Linguistics, 3(01), 93-109+118.

Yuan, Y. (2004) lun zhan zheng yin yu de pu bian xing ji wen hua yuan yuan [On the universality and cultural origin of war

metaphor]. Foreign Languages Research, 4, 36-39.

Yang, Y., Dong, F.F. (2017). “yi liao ji zhan zheng” yin yu de ren zhi hua yu yan jiu [A Study of War Metaphors in Modern

Chinese Media Discourse]. Foreign Language and Literature Research, 3(02): 2-11.

Yue, S.S. (2019). zheng zhi xiu ci yu mei guo dui hua zheng ce de diao zheng (1993-2018): jue ce shi jiao xia de hua yu yan jiu

[Political Rhetoric and the Transformation of US Policy towards China (1993-2018): Discourse Analysis from the Perspective

of Policy-making]. Disseration, China Foreign Affairs University.

Zhang, L. (2018). zheng zhi hua yu zhong jian zhu yin yu de wei lai jian gou [The Construction of Future by BUILDING

Metaphors in Political Discourse]. Journal of Tianjin Foreign Studies University, 25(04): 56-65+160.

Jinlin Gao (b.1979) is a Ph.D. candidate in the College of Humanities at Mokpo National University. He
earned his Master degree in Foreign Linguistics and Applied Linguistics at Guangxi Normal University in
2008 and Bachelor Degree of English Teaching at Henan Normal University in 2005.

He is currently a lecturer in the College of Foreign Studies at Guangxi Normal University. His research
interests include cognitive linguistics and English teaching. His publications include “Chinese Zodiac Culture
and the Rhetorical Construction of A Shu B, C.” (2019). “Metaphors in the Reports on the Reform and
Opening-up Policy in China” (2021). “A Cognitive Study on the Semantic Extensions of GOLD in English”
(2021). “Metaphoric and Metonymic Operations for the Iron Expressions” (2021).

©2023 ACADEMY PUBLICATION





